RON HASELDEN
PAPILLON DE LA NUIT

MANOIR DES GUERANDES, 22490 PLOUER-SUR-RANCE, COTES D'ARMOR, BRITTANY, FRANCE

OPENING EVENT: 28 APRIL 2013
29 APRIL 2013 - 30 OCTOBER 2014

PAPILLON DE LA NUIT (MOTH) IS ONE OF RON HASELDEN'S MOST AMBITIOUS PROJECTS IN A RECENT SERIES OF
SCULPTURES REALISED WITHIN THE RURAL LANDSCAPES OF BRITTANY. IN THE GROUNDS OF THE MANOIR DES GUERANDES,
TWO VAST PLANES OF COLOURED WOVEN CORD, TOTALLING ONE HUNDRED METRES IN LENGTH, STRETCH OUT AS TILTED
WINGS, SLOWLY RISING TO A HEIGHT OF FOUR METERS ABOVE THE GROUND. THEIR FORMS ARE SIMILAR TO ISOMETRIC
ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS, THAT WHEN TRANSLATED INTO PERFORMATIVE INSTALLATIONS NEGOTIATE THE LINE OF SIGHT
AND THE ANGLES OF PERSPECTIVE. SUNLIGHT REFLECTS AND PLAYS ACROSS THE BLUE SURFACES IN ITS PASSAGE EAST TO
WEST, SHADOWED ONLY BY CLOUDS AND OAK AND CHESTNUT TREES. THIS IS ECHOED AT NIGHT BY THE MOON'S OWN
PASSAGE, COOLING THE LIGHT THAT BATHES THE INSTALLATION'S EXTENSIVE PLANES, AND PROVIDING A PATTERN FOR THE
ARC OF THE PAPILLON'S WINGS. VISITORS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ENTER THROUGH THE MANY CRISS-CROSSING GRASSY
PATHWAYS BELOW, WHERE THE COMPLEX SUPPORTING STRUCTURE OF MILD STEEL RODS ENCAPSULATES POCKETS OF
VEGETATION, ALLOWED TO GROW WILD. THESE PROVIDE MUCH INTEREST FROM THE ASSORTMENT OF BUTTERFLIES, BEES
AND SMALL ANIMALS ABUNDANT IN THE GARDEN'S MICROCOSM OF BRETON WILDLIFE.

PAPILLON DE LA NUIT WILL OPEN FOR A PERIOD OF EIGHTEEN MONTHS FROM 29 APRIL 2013 AS PART OF ITINERANCE, A
WIDER PROJECT COMMISSIONING AND SUPPORTING WORKS OF ART ALONG THE RIVER RANCE IN BRITTANY. IT WILL
REMAIN IN SITU UNTIL END OCTOBER 2014, AND CAN BE VISITED BY APPOINTMENT. TO VIEW, PLEASE CONTACT:

HELENE DE SEGOGNE, ASSOCIATION L'ART AU FIL DE LA RANCE.
HELENEDESEGOGNE@HOTMAIL.COM
+33 (0)6 07 12 28 68

HASELDEN IS ALSO EXHIBITING AS PART OF ULYSSE, THE 30-YEAR CELEBRATIONS OF FRAC BRETAGNE. HIS WORK CAN BE
VIEWED AT FRAC BRETAGNE IN RENNES AND CONCURRENTLY IN STEIFF ON THE ISLE OF OUESSANT BETWEEN 17 MAY AND
25 AUGUST 2013.

ABOUT THE ARTIST

RON HASELDEN IS ONE OF BRITAIN'S MOST WIDELY ACCLAIMED SITE-SPECIFIC SCULPTORS, WITH A CAREER SPANNING SIX
DECADES. AT THE AGE OF SEVENTEEN, HASELDEN WAS AWARDED AN ANDREW GRANT SCHOLARSHIP TO STUDY SCULPTURE
AT EDINBURGH COLLEGE OF ART FROM 1961-66. HE WENT ON TO TEACH THE SUBJECT IN THE DEPARTMENT OF FINE ART
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AT READING UNIVERSITY, BEFORE FOUNDING THE MIXED MEDIA SPECIALISM THERE IN THE EARLY SEVENTIES, AND HAS
ALSO TUTORED EXTENSIVELY AT CHELSEA AND THE SLADE. HE BECAME AN ACTIVE PART OF THE EXPANDED CINEMA
MOVEMENT IN THE SAME PERIOD, AND HAS CONSISTENTLY SPEARHEADED THE USE OF INNOVATIVE AND ALTERNATIVE
MATERIALS THROUGHOUT HIS CAREER, FROM RECLAIMED SHIPWRECKS, LEDS AND DIGITAL CIRCUITRY, TO SCAFFOLDING
AND TRALWERMANS' CORD, THE LAST OF WHICH HE HAS UTILISED FOR OVER A DECADE. HIS RECENT AND ONGOING
SERIES OF LARGE-SCALE SITE-SPECIFIC INSTALLATIONS ENCOMPASS BOTH RURAL AND ARCHITECTURAL PROJECTS BOTH IN
ENGLAND AND FRANCE. MANY ENGAGE CLOSELY WITH LOCAL COMMUNITIES OR OSTRACISED GROUPS WITHIN SOCIETY,
SUCH AS NINE MEN DRAWING, IN 2009, WHICH SAW THE ARTIST COLLABORATE WITH PRISONERS AT HMP DURHAM. THE
PROJECT CULMINATED IN THE TRANSLATION OF THE INMATES' DRAWINGS INTO LARGE-SCALE LIGHT-WORKS THAT WERE
DISPLAYED WITHIN THE CLOISTERS OF DURHAM CATHEDRAL DURING THE CITY-WIDE FESTIVAL LUMIERE. MORE RECENTLY,
THE ARTIST HAS WORKED WITH LARGE GROUPS OF CHILDREN FROM MANY OF LONDON'S SCHOOLS, TURNING THEIR
DRAWINGS INTO ANIMATED LIGHT-WORKS THAT NOW ADORN SEVERAL SITES ALONG THE REGENTS CANAL.

ALONG WITH ARTISTS SUCH AS BARRY FLANAGAN AND ANTHONY CARO, HASELDEN HAS CONSISTENTLY CHALLENGED THE
ORTHODOXY OF POST-VICTORIAN BRITISH SCULPTURE SINCE EARLY ON IN HIS CAREER. FUNDAMENTAL TO HIS PRACTICE IS
THE MOVE FROM THE PLINTH TO THE LANDSCAPE AS THE SITE OF DISPLAY, DERIVING WORK FROM ITS INTENDED
SURROUNDINGS AND REFOCUSING ITS MEANING TO INCLUDE THE CONTINGENCIES OF ITS CONTEXT. STRUCTURE,
SUBSTANCE, AND SPACE ARE KEY FEATURES OF HIS PRACTICE, AND SUBJECTS HE CONSTANTLY EXPLORES THROUGH THE
SPECIFIC QUALITIES OF HIS CHOSEN MEDIA. HIS IMPORTANT INFLUENCE ON BRITISH SCULPTURE AND INSTALLATION OVER
THE PAST SIX DECADES CANNOT BE OVERSTATED, AND HAS BEEN ACKNOWLEDGED GLOBALLY THROUGH THE MANY
GRANTS AND AWARDS THE ARTIST HAS RECEIVED THROUGHOUT HIS CAREER, INCLUDING FROM THE BRITISH SCHOOL AT
ROME, THE ARTS COUNCIL OF GREAT BRITAIN, THE HAMLYN FOUNDATION, THE ELEPHANT TRUST, THE ESMEE FAIRBAIRN
FOUNDATION, THE LONDON ARTS BOARD, THE HENRY MOORE FOUNDATION, THE BRITISH COUNCIL, THE RSA ART FOR
ARCHITECTURE AWARD SCHEME, ALLIANCE FRANCAISE, CONSEIL GENERAL COTES D'ARMOR AND LE FONDS REGIONAL
D'ARTS CONTEMPORAIN (FRAC) DE BRETAGNE.

MORE INFORMATION ON THE ARTIST CAN BE FOUND ONLINE AT:

WWW.DOMOBAAL.COM
WWW.RONHASELDEN.COM
WWW.DDAB.ORG/ HASELDEN
WWW.LUXONLINE.ORG.UK

FOR ALL ENQUIRIES, IMAGES, AND FURTHER INFORMATION ON PAPILLON DE LA NUIT, PLEASE CONTACT:

DOMO BAAL
DOMOBAAL.COM
+44 7801703871






