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Nicky Hirst / Slant 

06.06.25 – 19.07.25 
 
thursdays/fridays/saturdays/noon to six 
and also by appointment 

Slant 
as in slope 
the degree to which something rises up from a position level with the horizon 

Slant  
as in perspective 
a way of looking at or thinking about something 

Slant  
as in to distort 
to change so much as to create a wrong impression or alter the meaning of 

Slant is an exploration of the everyday, where the simple act of seeing is elevated to an 
artistic act in itself. in this new body of work, looking and seeing is as important for hirst 
as making. process dissolves hierarchy. completion is not a conclusion but a convergence: nicky 
hirst, solo at domobaal for the fourth time. the titles of her previous solo exhibitions in the 
gallery would seem to speak for themselves: the electorate 2022, elemental works 2018, real 
size 2017. nicky hirst was appointed 'election artist 2019' by the speaker's advisory committee 
of the house of commons on works of art to create a representative artwork, which now 
hangs permanently in the parliamentary art collection: 'there was a time, 2019-20'. 

the works exist in the tension of pairing, of placing, of positioning. a shift in perspective seeks 
to transform the mundane into the extraordinary (and a beermat too, with words by dorothy 
parker). 

nicky hirst's practice, between sculpture and installation, seeks out juxtapositions while 
positioning the everyday. on occasion, it also opens up to and invites collaboration. for this 
exhibition nicky hirst and domo baal are also delighted to invite the following pairings: 

alex rich will be presenting a selection of pairings from nicky hirst's archive in the form of 
an atoma notebook publication – one in the gallery and others available to order. 
+ 
maud cotter's sculpture 'all that is necessary' (2001) parties with nicky hirst's 'masquerade'. 
+ 
rebecca geldard's essay 'custodial marks' (2022) offers a timely reminder of nicky hirst's 
appointment as election artist 2019 and her exhibition 'the electorate' (2022). 
+ 
sam fogg (art of the middle ages) is lending medieval sculptures from their collection that 
embrace the contemporary everyday with a gentle grin. 

synonyms of slant include incline, lean, tilt, and tip.
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Tell all the Truth but tell it slant —  
Success in Circuit lies 

Too bright for our infirm Delight  
The Truth's superb surprise  

As Lightning to the Children eased  
With explanation kind  

The Truth must dazzle gradually  
Or every man be blind —  

emily dickinson 
(faber & faber c.1868) 

images: (top page)  
nicky hirst 
little fuckers  
wood and paint  
31 x 50 x 15 cm  
2025  

(this page)  
nicky hirst  
the new museum  
laminated chipboard and brass  
36 x 96 cm 
2025  

links: 
nickyhirst.co.uk 
nicky hirst at domobaal.com 
nicky hirst: election artist 2019 
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https://www.nickyhirst.co.uk
https://www.domobaal.com/artists/nicky-hirst-01.html
https://heritagecollections.parliament.uk/exhibits/ea-2019/#
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the new museum 
laminated chipboard, brass 
36 x 96 cm 
2025 

slant (smed) 
paint metal, rubber 
208 x 45 x 45 cm (approx)  
2025 

in a relationship with ... 

a life size photograph of this sculpture (without the wedge) is concurrently being shown in 'Special 
Relationships' at Torrance Art Museum, Los Angeles, USA. The exhibition highlights a dynamic 
exchange of ideas, revealing both commonalities and distinct perspectives that shape their practices. 
Through this transatlantic dialogue, the show celebrates the diversity and interconnectedness of both 
cities' art scenes. 

SMED is a remote collaboration between L.A. based artist Skylar Haskard and London based artist 
Nicky Hirst. Nicky proposed that both artists purchase the same piece of globally available IKEA 
furniture as a starting point for their work. This shared object became a framework for exploring their 
creative approaches. The project playfully investigates whether, despite distance and difference, there is 
more that unites us than divides us. 

The selected item is the tree-like shape of the BONDSKÄRET coat stand. It was originally created by 
Rutger Andersson in 1978 and was then named SMED. It is now part of the Nytillverkad collection, 
where several IKEA classics have been given a new look. Both artists have further evolved that 'new 
look' into two extraordinary sculptures. 

DOMOBAAL   3 JOHN STREET   LONDON WC1N 2ES   M +447801703871   MAIL@DOMOBAAL.COM   WWW.DOMOBAAL.COM 
DOMOBAAL LIMITED   COMPANY REGISTRATION NUMBER 06212918   VAT NUMBER GB906180147   AMP XJMLl00000183543 

tether 
paired book pages 
30 x 39.8 cm 
in a walnut frame 
35 (h) x 35.2 x 45.1 cm
2025 

silent listen 
brass 
65 x 45 cm 
2025 
edition 10 +2 ap 
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masquerade 
metal (ball chain) 
85 x 85 cm 
2025 

in a relationship with ... 

placard 
plywood, brass 
72 x 64 cm 
2025 

schema 
wood, paint 
120 x 60 x 60 cm 
2025 

little fuckers (white) 
wood, paint 
31 x 50 x 15 cm 
2025 

DOMOBAAL   3 JOHN STREET   LONDON WC1N 2ES   M +447801703871   MAIL@DOMOBAAL.COM   WWW.DOMOBAAL.COM 
DOMOBAAL LIMITED   COMPANY REGISTRATION NUMBER 06212918   VAT NUMBER GB906180147  AMP XJMLl00000183543 

maud cotter 
all that is necessary 
card and resin 
70 x 50 x 10 cm 
2001
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in a relationship with ... 

in a relationship with ...  

  twin towers 
  metal, paint 
  each: 17 cm diameter x 128 cm (high)
    2025 
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wrought iron window grille 
southern europe, likely spain, 15th century 
metal, paint 
65 x 65 cm 
courtesy sam fogg (one of a pair) 

wrought 
enamelled metal and plastic
70 x 35 x 55 cm
2025

font
rubber and resin 
20 x 60 x 35 cm 
2025 

head from a baptismal font  
limestone 
c.1150, meuse valley, france
20 x 30 x 10.5 cm
courtesy sam fogg
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in a relationship with ... 

elemental 19 
paired magazine pages 
25 x 34 cm 
2013 

fugue 
wood, paper, card and wire 
38.5 x 39 cm (each) 
2025 
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lingua 
wood, metal, laminate 
80 (high) x 83 x 95 cm 
2025 




