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Miairi Vari + David Cheesenan: Anal ogue
10.04.08 - 17.05.08
open: wednesday to saturday 12 to 6 pm

Donp Baal is delighted to present ‘Analogue’ , an exhibition by Muairi Vari and David
Cheesenan. Cheesenman and Vari wll show work developed in their individual practices as
well as a substantial joint project. Collaborating, the artists enploy strategies of
accunul ation and repetition to build intense optical surfaces neant to confound the
underlying scul ptural form Their practices converge in ‘Miltiverse (pt.1l)’ and
‘“Multiverse (pt.2)’, two conplenmentary works, each creating new, alternate uses for and
uni verses of what was once Vari's entire record collection (a total of 80 vinyl albuns
and their sleeves). The work begins as a sinple nod to quotidian pop culture but
unfolds to reveal a nore obscure but equally current cosnol ogical debate.

Vari’'s brand of eclectic netanorphosis finds a new use for discardia, everything from
suburban bric-4-brac to natural materials are cut, punctured and drilled for the bigger
scul ptural picture. A current solo project will showase her paradoxically surgical
production line conmitnent to the naking process, drilling in the region of 16,000
hones in a large tree branch for a comunity of flat-headed clout nails. The heads of
each have been individually painted with varying shades of nail polish to give this

twi sted natural forma contrastingly nachisnoid, yet undeniably fem nine facelift. Vari
may eschew traditional sculptural materials, yet creates entities that reflect the for-
nmal considerations of the craft. The scale of this piece is beyond the ornanental but
smal | enough for us to feel charned by, if a little wary of its serpent-like bulk.
Davi d Cheesenan is interested in the ‘theatre of illusion’ believing that the aura
surroundi ng the nagician |lies somewhere between that of the priest and the scientist:
“I't requires a level of discipline, precision and understanding of scientific princi-

pl es alongside an intuitive grasp of psychology that encourages us, the audience, to
talk ‘about the beyond ”. Fascinated by the tension between ugliness and beauty,
Cheesenan chal | enges conventional discreet notions of both by juxtaposing one with the
other. A precious nehogany surface is encrusted with swarovski crystals, or the snooth
luscious surface of a large format photograph is infested with a colony of jeweled
barnacl es. Cheesenan thus enphatically explores novel synthesised notions of corrupted
beauty and |uscious ugliness.

Vari has exhi bited at donobaal since 2004, when her work was shown at Artissima 11,
Torino, after her graduation in Scul pture fromthe Royal Acadeny Schools. Mre recently
she has shown new work in ‘Oyster Git’ in Septenber 2007. In Novenber 2006 she was
awar ded the Economi st Plaza, CAS conmission, and presented 'Relief'- a tea bag, 2
netres in dianmeter, filled with 17.5 kg of tea, conceived as a tribute to Econom st

Pl aza of fice workers needing a break.

Davi d Cheeseman was awarded a British School at Rone Gul benkian Schol arship in 1988
followed by a Rijksakadem e Residency in 1989. He has exhibited and taught continually
and extensively since, including anong others, at Kettle' s Yard, Canbridge. He |ast
exhi bited at donpbaal gallery in ‘Magic within Reason’. In 2006 he was artist-in-resi-
dence at G oucester Cathedral, culmnating in a solo exhibition ‘On the Gther Hand .

+ coming up ...

NEXT, CHI CAGO

25 - 28 April: Ansel Krut solo booth, and introducing: ‘The Ghost of a Flea’
vi deo booth: Lucy Pawl ak + Martin C ark: MCALP

VOLTA4, BASEL
2 - 7 June: Jeffrey TY Lee, solo booth

(traffic scarcely audible)

12 June - 12 July: trends in poetic docunmentary meking, including 'Their Helicopter'
by Sal one Jashi and Tato Kotetishvili + others
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