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lizi sánchez' works reflect on the emergence of latin american abstracton in the 1950s and combine 
it with references to confectionary brands, party paper chains, and articles of mass consumption. 
her work deliberately uses common materials like packaging or building items, looking 'at making 
and production in a market–driven world where surface, style and presentation seem to be the 
ultimate end'. the artist re–purposes these materials in the context of visual art, employing labour–
intensive hand–made processes that 'imitate, but essentially contrast with those of the mass market 
and the glossy high–end manufacturing of art production'. 
 
happy valley, is made from industrial strength aluminium foil, painted in white acrylic. the blank 
surface is creased and shows signs of wear, its stark emptiness contrasted by a line of bright 
triangular pennants at its top. the display of the empty surface, the blank page, has become one of 
the signature moves of modernist aesthetics. sánchez appropriates – and satirises – the gesture, but 
decorates it with a colour scheme from consumer culture. sánchez' cadenetas translate this 
principle into spatial form. the artist uses the same aluminium foil in her two–dimensional works, 
but loops the support into three interlocking rings. brightly coloured and of a small domestic 
scale, these 'chain stitches' pay homage to the phenomenon of modular sculpture, but contrast this 
with their overt reference to needlework, craft, and the colourful embellishment of everyday 
objects.' 
 
daniel f. herrmann 
an extract from the catalogue to accompany the london open 2015 at the whitechapel gallery, 
london  15 july – 6 september 2015 


