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leon chew & andrew curtis  
*2012  
 
 
2013 
post-industrial aesthetics 
dark matter studio, london 
 
chew and curtis’ ongoing post industrial aesthetics project enters territories of architecture and 
the constructed image. ‘radieuse cité’ takes the form of several large scale photographs on canvas. 
these photographs, taken by chew according to a set of written instructions issued by curtis are 
formally composed and near-abstract in content. they depict the rough cast (béton brut) concrete 
of le corbusier’s unité d’habitation, one the world’s most photographed and celebrated examples of 
post-war modernist architecture. these photographs, originally exposed onto medium format 
negative film, have been digitally re-composed through a process of repetition and overlay to create 
a series of large scale works mounted onto custom made stretchers. ‘radieuse cité’ expands on ideas 
which began with an earlier series of work, post industrial colour. 
 
on five consecutive nights chew and curtis followed a predetermined construct of shooting a 
composed image of discarded objects found on their separate routes to the roof of their studio; 
materials re-activated as sculpture for photography at the point in which they were due to expire. 
the images were shot in monochrome, the language of the technical image suggested a factual 
record of the compositions, an outmoded photographic process echoing the outdated materials 
that the original images were made from. 
 
to complete the cycle and return the images to the status of object chew and curtis poured layers 
of discarded printing ink over and across across them. in using waste ink, a material beyond its 
functional use, they intend to activate a tension between the content of the image and its surface.  
 
 
2012 
post-industrial colour 
dark matter studio, london 
 
post industrial colour is a collaboration between leon chew and andrew curtis in which found, 
discarded objects are arranged in formal compositions and photographed in black and white. the 
images are printed and dry mounted, and then waste ink is poured over them in various 
configurations, transforming the compositions and giving them a textural quality. 
the ink dries to form permanent drips along the edges, taking the mounted prints further into 
three dimensions and thereby rendering them as objects. 
 
printed matter: 
a set of six inkjet prints on hahnemühle photo rag satin 310 gsm, dry mounted on aluminium, with 
waste ink poured on. 
published in an edition of 5 sets 
image size: 62.3 x 49.8 cm 
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leon chew  
*1975 tyneside, uk 
lives/works in london 
 
 
education 
2010-2011  ma photography lcc, university of the arts london 
 
 
professional practice 
2001 (and ongoing)  
independent photography studio practice working within the fields of arts, architecture and 
culture. publications include: national geographic, new statesman, wallpaper*,wire and wsj.  book 
publishers include: the henry moore institute, sculpture at goodwood and the saatchi gallery. 
 
 
solo exhibitions (selected) 
2015  
: track left : enhance - clerkenwell green gallery, london 
2014 
: post industrial aesthetics, dark matter studio, london (with andrew curtis) 
2013 
: asphalt black, payneshurvell gallery, london 
2002 
: tony cragg - works - cass sculpture foundation gallery, london 
 
 
group exhibitions (selected) 
2016 
: utopia -  official photo london off-site project at the india club, strand international hotel, 
london  
2015  
: photo london off-site project : the missing sculptures of k.v. krishna menon -the india club, strand 
international hotel, london 
: field trip 7, international lawns - domobaal, london 
2014 
: floodwall iii, exp12/exposure twelve gallery berlin, de 
: a bright and guilty place, payneshurvell offsite the hospital club, london 
2012 
: fotografie stills, galerie witteveen, amsterdam, nl 
2011 
: your garden is looking a mess could you please tidy it up - payneshurvell gallery, london 
curated by andrew curtis 
: map11 - london college of communication, ma fine art photography. ual, london 
: for japan - aperture foundation, london 
2009 
: the good life, the garden museum, london, curated by mary guyatt 
: the art of photography show, san diego, usa, selected by charlotte cotton 
2006 
: hyères festival of fashion and photography, hyères, france, selection panel including kathy ryan, 
tony chambers, michelle mallard 
 
 
residencies 
2006 august 
: vasarely foundation, aix en provence, france 
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andrew curtis 
*1979 uk 
lives/works in london 
 
education 
2007-2009  ma fine art printmaking, royal college of art 
1999-2002   ba fine art printmaking, winchester school of art 
1998-1999   foundation, k.i.a.d. maidstone 
 
solo exhibitions  
2016    
: garage door paintings, hosted by payneshurvell at 71 blandford street, london 
2014    
: garden room, house of st barnabas, london 
2013     
: the leisure circle, payneshurvell at collective gallery, london 
: the tool shed, frome, somerset, uk (il) 
2012     
: house plants, payneshurvell, london 
2010     
: wild england, payneshurvell, london 
 
 
organised exhibition 
2011    
: your garden is looking a mess could you please tidy it up, payneshurvell, london 
 
 
group exhibitions 
2016    
: now it is permitted: 24 wayside pulpits, il invited by bridget smith to participate in a project with 58 
artists, swedenborg society, london (il) 
2015     
: recording britain, v&a at the atkinson, southport, uk  
: recording britain, v&a at the herbert gallery and museum, coventry, uk 
2014    
: a circle,  christopher rountree, david gates, rupert ackroyd and international lawns,   
domobaal (il) 
: recording britain  v&a at millenium gallery, sheffield, uk 
 2013    
: recording britain, v&a at the higgins, bedford, uk 
: co-founder, international lawns design agency, london (il) 
: winter garden, transition gallery at sutton house, london (il) 
 : post industrial aesthetics, leon chew/andrew curtis, darkmatter studio, london 
 : carousel, curated by adam bridgland, aspex, portsmouth, uk 
 : 8 1/2 posters, andrew curtis/david gates, september 2013, various locations. 
 : signature, andrew curtis/david gates, folded editioned print, payneshurvell and domobaal 
2012     
: recording britain, v&a, london 
: collaborators 3, room, london 
2011      
: summer exhibition 2011, royal academy, london 
2010     
: oltrespazio, with vincent fournier, cream, milan, italy 
: collaborators 2, room, london 
: new contemporaries at the arts council, london 
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: interstice, testbed 1, london 
: a bright and guilty place, payneshurvell, london 
: summer exhibition 2010, royal academy, london 
: tour operator, gallery 27ad, bergamo, italy 
: land without a map, aaf, battersea, london 
: catlin guide, project space, london art fair 
2009    
: post graduate printmaking, clifford chance, london 
: man photography prize, rca, london 
: bloomberg new contemporaries 2009, manchester and london 
: allotment, uclh, london 
: jealous print prize, jealous gallery, london 
: impact 6, uwe bristol, uk 
: shopspace, transition gallery, london 
: royal academy summer show, london 
: royal college of art ma show, london 
: royal society of painter printmakers annual show, bankside, london 
: bandstand, café gallery, southwark park, london 
2008   
: hockney gallery, royal college of art, london 
: royal academy summer show, london 
2007   
: stone.plate.grease.water, moma, wales, uk  
: stick*stamp*fly, gasworks, london 
2005   
: a2v, blocspace, sheffield, uk 
  
  
awards 
2009    
: 2nd place, man photography prize 
: printmakers council award 
: uwe centre for print research award 
: jealous print award 
: gwen may student printmaker award rspp 
  
 
collections 
royal college of art 
v&a 
oregon state university 
queen’s university belfast 
university of wales 
private collections in the uk, italy and usa 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


