
ailbhe ní bhriain 
inscriptions 

a series of eleven pigment baryta prints 2017 

the photographic series 'inscriptions' continues ailbhe ni bhriain's practice of combining imagery from disparate 
sources – in this case museum artefacts, expansive landscapes and studio debris. simple collage techniques are 
used to collapse the binaries and conventions of the source imagery in order to imagine a series of new and 
permeable connections. the work takes its starting point from a text by samuel quiccheberg entitled 'inscriptions 
of the immense theatre'. this is the earliest published text on museology and outlines the methods for the 
collection and categorization of objects, images and artefacts from across the world. the collection or 'theatre' 
is defined as 'a repository of artificial and marvelous things' and is intended to operate as a stand in for 'the 
globe in its entirety'. in contrast to the presumptions and aspirations of the original text (which clearly speak of 
an imperialist western agenda), this series imagines a theatre of aftermath – one in which the categories and 
certainties espoused by quiccheberg have broken down and where narratives must be constructed anew from the 
fragments of representation. 

  

ailbhe ní bhriain installation view at the dock, carrick-on-shannon, leitrim, ireland, may 2017 
photo: paul maccarthy 
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inscriptions (#1) 
2017 
pigment baryta print  
55.5 x 69 cm 
presented in a raw american black walnut box frame, clarity glass 
57.8 x 71 cm 

also available as  
101 x 125 cm (print size) 
presented in a raw american black walnut box frame, clarity glass 
60 x 73 cm 

edition 10   
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inscriptions (#2) 
2017 
pigment baryta print  
91 x 100 cm 
presented in a raw american black walnut box frame, clarity glass 
93 x 102 cm 

edition 10   
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inscriptions (#3) 
2017 
pigment baryta print  
59 x 69 cm  
presented in a raw american black walnut box frame, clarity glass 
61 x 71 cm 

edition 10 
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inscriptions (#4) 
2017 
pigment baryta print  
46.5 x 49 cm 
presented in a raw american black walnut box frame, clarity glass 
48 x 51 cm  

edition 10   
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inscriptions (#5) 
2017 
pigment baryta print  
58.5 x 59 cm  
presented in a raw american black walnut box frame, clarity glass 
60.5 x 61 cm 

also available as  
94 x 95 cm 
presented in a raw american black walnut box frame, clarity glass 
96 x 97 cm 

edition 10 
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inscriptions (#6) 
2017 
pigment baryta print  
34 x 45 cm 
presented in a raw american black walnut box frame, clarity glass 
36 x 47 cm 

edition 10   
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inscriptions (#7) 
2017 
pigment baryta print  
83 x 90 cm 
presented in a raw american black walnut box frame, clarity glass 
85 x 92 cm 

edition 10   
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inscriptions (#8) 
2017 
pigment baryta print  
98 x 140 cm 
presented in a raw american black walnut box frame, clarity glass 
100 x 142 cm 

edition 10   
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inscriptions (#9) 
2017 
pigment baryta print  
87 x 99 cm  
presented in a raw american black walnut box frame, clarity glass 
89 x 101 cm 

edition 10 
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inscriptions (#10) 
2017 
pigment baryta print  
66 x 80 cm 
presented in a raw american black walnut box frame, clarity glass 
68 x 82 cm 

edition 10   
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inscriptions (#11) 
2017 
pigment baryta print  
35 x 30 cm 
presented in a raw american black walnut box frame, clarity glass 
37 x 32 cm 

edition 10    
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