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mikey cuddihy 
curious yellow 

18.04.26 – 02.05.26  
+  
13.05.26 – 06.06.26 

domo baal is delighted to present curious yellow, mikey cuddihy's third solo 
exhibition in the gallery, following 'don't i know myself?' in 2024 and 
'broadsheet' in 2023. 

curious yellow 
i hadn't forgotten her, i just couldn't remember her name. 
only when i looked back did i remember. 
there she was, in an old catalogue, clearly titled, with dimensions and 
materials listed (curious yellow, 1996, 175×116.5cm, gesso & acrylic on canvas). 
walking into the auction rooms, i spotted her immediately, propped up on a 
piece of furniture, leaning against a wall at the far end of the warehouse. 
it was curious, meeting her again after all these years!  

yellows 
1965 … the lemon stone necklace bought as a child from an antique shop in 
rye 
1969 … the yellow t–shirt dress from biba (worn in paris when i was 17) with 
the necklace wrapped around my wrist) 
1971 … the wardrobe in my london flat that someone had painted bright glossy 
yellow 
1974 … the yellow tracksuit bottoms with big red strawberries on them sent 
from my uncle in america that i never wore, but my son did 30 years later 
1990's … the yellow wallpaper … a book by charlotte perkins gillman 
the yellow post–its i doodled & wrote notes on at work that i brought home 
to the studio for inspiration 
1996 … curious yellow 
1990–2011 … the hallway in our house in beck road that i painted 'punk 
yellow' 
2024 … the doodle in biro on the square flat sponge when my brother died 
2025 … the doodle in biro about kathy’s exhibition on the yellow page of a 
sunday magazine 
now: … that yellow pleated paper shape (like a boat) 
the painted paper dresses – lemon and saffron 
the cut and painted paper shape i placed in a corner 
now: … the cover of this exercise book and  
more … 
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ground floor 

portrait 
146 x 121cm 2025, conté on decorator's canvas, stretched over a 
wooden subframe  
 

kiss 
57 x 20cm 2025, cut-out, pleated financial times page 

i love the magic of cutting a shape out and opening it .... always a 
surprise 

stairs 

a flower is not a flower (yellow) 
76 x 56cm 2025, lascaux aquacryl on khadi smooth paper, 
paintbrush 
uv perspex box frame on birch ply 
 

 
magenta  
77.5 x 57cm 2025, lascaux aquacryl on khadi smooth paper, 
paintbrush 
uv perspex box frame on birch ply 
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first floor landing 

i appreciate you confirming the motherwell influence in your work, as i 
had sensed that ... just a bit"(heidi cuddihy, mikey's first cousin, speaking 
in 2026 about one of robert motherwell's elegy paintings which hung over 
the sofa in heidi's childhood home, in bank street, new york in the 1950's 
to 70's) 

 
elegy three 
100 x 80cm 2026, painted paper on linen stretched over a wood 
subframe 
 
 

diamond necklace 
57 x 20cm 2026, cut-out, pleated financial times page 

 

elegy one 
100 x 80cm 2026, painted paper on linen stretched over a wood 
subframe 

 

elegy two 
100 x 80cm 2026, painted paper on linen stretched over a wood 
subframe 
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gallery 

curious yellow  
175 x 117cm 1996, gesso and lascaux aquacryl on canvas, stretched over a wood 
subframe 

curls 
40 x 30cm 2026, gesso and lascaux aquacryl on birch ply panel, 
attached to decorator's canvas 
 
 

 

orphans of america 
163 x 123cm 2026, gesso, lascaux aquacryl charcoal on canvas 
 

orange on blue 
63 x 44cm 2025, lascaux aquacryl, pencil with cut, painted and 
pasted paper, in wood frame: 72 x 52cm 
 

 

 
water & shadow (green & black) 
112 x 38cm 2026, lascaux aquacryl on cut-out papers 
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shadows of my former self 

i love how the shapes - the cut outs and the backgrounds etc are like 
characters almost.… as if they've moved away from the static canvas/
painting surface and come into being as separate entities .… also how the 
shadow shapes take on different roles: 

yesterday - black shadow shape had a starring role on its own, pinned to 
the wall. last week it was on the floor - a shadow for water which was 
on the wall.  

should i make more? 

also the irony that water, sunlight, shadows aren’t solid things .…  
 

sunlight (yellow) 
55.5 x 40cm 2026, lascaux aquacryl on cut-out folded paper 

 
 

red shape 
57 x 35cm 2025, lascaux aquacryl on cut-out paper 

 

kathy  
54 x 34cm 2026, lascaux aquacryl on cut-out paper 

 

black shape 
37 x 41cm 2026, lascaux aquacryl on cut-out paper 

(maybe the cut-outs suggest a cast of characters) 
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a group of nine paintings on wood panels: 2025-2026 

 
thursday 30th jan 2026  
so - i have the paints … 

mixed a gorgeous violet/black (like an iris) then painted the shape from 
‘orphans of america' doodle on the glass and ‘printed’ (afraid) on the 
wooden panels which are only sized this time so the grain (the wood) is 
more visible. i’m so fearful sometimes of mistakes, blunders, but artists make 
their own rules (or don’t they)?  

little bronze  
40 x 30 x 5.5cm 2025 
gesso, lascaux aquacryl, 
paper, on wood panel 
(top left) 
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cloud  
40 x 30 x 5.5cm 2025 
gesso, lascaux aquacryl, 
paper, on wood panel  
(top centre)

eulogy II 
40 x 30 x 5.5cm 2025 
gesso, lascaux aquacryl, 
paper on wood panel 
(top right) 

princess 
40 x 29.5 x 4.5cm 2025 
gesso, lascaux aquacryl, 
paper, on wood panel  
(centre left)

orphan i 
40 x 29.5 x 4.5cm 2026 
transparent gesso, 
lascaux aquacryl, on 
wood panel (centre)

face & fists 
40 x 29.5 x 4.5cm 2026 
transparent gesso, lascaux 
aquacryl, on wood panel 
(centre right)

beauty spot 
40 x 29.5 x 4.5cm 2026 
gesso, lascaux aquacryl, 
paper, on wood panel 
(bottom left)

iris 
40 x 29.5 x 4.5cm 2025 
transparent gesso, lascaux 
aquacryl, on wood panel 
(bottom centre)

orphan ii 
40 x 29.5 x 4.5cm 2026 
transparent gesso, lascaux 
aquacryl, on wood panel 
(bottom right)
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yellow boat 
50 x 23 x 14cm 2025, on pleated yellow paper cut-out (on floor 
in front of framed mirror)  

 
 

face with eyes 
40 x 15cm 2023, conté pencil on pleated cartridge paper 

 

 
 
yellow fan 
54 x 46cm 2026, lascaux aquacryl on paper, pleated, wooden 
clothes peg 

 

green fan 
60 x 40cm 2026, lascaux aquacryl on paper, pleated, wooden 
clothes peg 

 

 
girl with an earring 
40 x 18cm 2026, cut-out, pleated financial times page 
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also available 

 

red mirror 
45 x 27cm 2025, lascaux aquacryl on cut-out cartridge-paper 

 

yellow shape 1 
57 x 39cm 2026, pencil and lascaux aquacryl on watercolour paper 

 

cadmium red (soft) 2 
54 x 46cm 2025, pencil and watercolour on khadi smooth paper 
 
 
 

bracelet 
54 x 46cm 2025, pencil and watercolour on khadi smooth paper 

 

 

black mirror 
44 x 35cm 2026, lascaux aquacryl on cut-out cartridge paper 
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twist 
75.5 x 55.5cm 2025, graphite and watercolour on khadi smooth 

 

shadow 
55 x 35cm 2026, lascaux aquacryl on cut-out cartridge-paper 

brother 
54 x 46cm 2025, pencil and watercolour on khadi smooth paper 

necklace 
75.5 x 55.5cm 2025, graphite and watercolour on khadi smooth paper 
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