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M ho Sato @ Donp Baal

M ho Sato was born in Japan in 1967 and studied at the Royal Acadeny Schools.
Usi ng i nages from negazi nes, postcards and reproductions of other artworks as
catal ysts, her paintings have a sinplicity of form and resonate with dense
stillness. The npod that predoninates is one of absence. Her inages are enptied
out, as if the subject had sinply departed, |leaving a trace of its former pres-
ence. The head of a nun is defined by the shape of her winple but the face is
bl ank. A woman pokes her head stiffly above the surface of the sea; her face is
bereft of all detail. Evocative and ghostly, she is alnpst certainly “not waving
but drowni ng”

O hers of Sato's figures relate back to childhood recollections from popular cul -
ture, story books and history of art. A polar bear - static, white and eyeless -
or the TV character Monin evoke those spectral presences that infiltrate child-
hood consci ousness and hover |ike phantons on the edge of nightnmares. These
imges force us to cone up against the distorting and partial nature of nmenory.
The past it is said is another country and nenory its |anguage. But its terrain
is never a physical place but rather a space of shifting narratives, blurred
fictions and hal f-renenbered fears.

M ho Sato’s paintings have a particular |ook. They seem naive gauche even, as if
executed without much concern. But this is the condition of a certain sort of
nmodern painting. It is an attitude that both speaks of the inpossibility of
painting and of its death while still attenpting to ring out the few | ast reso-
nant phrases.

There is a bl eakness here, a pervading sense of denmise as if all enotion had
been bani shed and the world rendered down to its conmponent signs. This is a very
Japanese sensibility but it also seenms to be a detached conment on western cul -
ture from which so much nmeani ng has now been evacuated - God, Belief, History -
that all we are left with is a blank stare.

Sue Hubbard
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