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wax gives rise to thoughts of nortality; it burns, it nmelts down, it suggests
the vanity of the world, the weak candle flane of hope, the deliquescence of flesh.
The nmaterial inplies organic change ... Wax cheats death, it sinmulates life; it
proves true and false ... "

(Marina Warner, from Phantasmagoria: Spirit Visions, Mtaphors, and Media (Oxford
Uni versty Press, 2006))

Donmb Baal is delighted to present Felicity Powell's first solo show in London since
her exhibition in the Victoria and Al bert Mseum s Scul pture Courts (2002 to 2004).
This exhibition focuses on a series of works Powel| has devel oped since 2006. A
pocket book will be published and will be available in the gallery.

Felicity Powell works in white wax in low relief on the backs of mirrors. Her figu-
rative imagery is full of subtle and macabre hunmour. The heads she has nodelled are
al ways in the process of change, each is infused with netanorphic potential: gro-
wing antlers, extruding tentacles or coiffed with spaghetti; as though the known
phyl a have been infiltrated by subversive and inpish genes. The inmages have the
wonder and strangeness of exhibits from a cabinet of curiosities.

The wax on glass is at once dense and translucent, solid and fluid. Powell Iinks
the nediunm s seenming dichotonmies at points of exquisite detail, as though the deli-
cate volutes of a mniature ear for instance, can pin down the precise nonent of
elision between disparities, between known and unknown worlds. Mrrors were once
sought-after objects of priceless luxury and still today retain sonething of their
nysterious hold on the inmagination. Perversely, Powell uses the non-reflective
reverse of each mrror. Her work is suffused with reference to the history of nmate-
rials, to scientific experinment and to art historical tradition (light wax agai nst
a dark ground for instance has been used by nedal makers of the 17th Century such
as the Hanerani famly in Rone). Powell’s works bring a contenporary sensibility to
t hese techni ques.

Powel | ' s exhibition coincides with 'Medals of Dishonour' (25 June to 27 Septenber)
in the Prints and Drawi ngs Gallery (Room 90) at The British Museum Six years in
the planning, 'Medals of Dishonour' is a unique exhibition that focuses on nedal s
that enphatically condem their subjects and is curated by Felicity Powell and
Philip Attwood. Historical nedals fromthe 16th to the 20th Centuries, including
those by David Smith and Marcel Duchanp will be exhibited al ongsi de new contenpora-
ry medal s conm ssioned through the British Art Medal Trust from Steve Bell, Jake
and Di nos Chapnan, Ellen Gallagher, Richard Ham|ton, Mpna Hatoum Yun-Fei Ji, llya
and Emlia Kabakov, WIIiam Kentridge, M chael Landy, Langlands and Bell, Cornelia
Parker, Grayson Perry, Felicity Powell. The new y conm ssioned contenporary nedal s
depi ct wi de-rangi ng subjects, fromthe war in Irag and consunmerismto ASBGs and the
environment. The Trust has presented an exanple of each of the newy conm ssioned
medals to the British Museum for its pernmanent collection. The exhibition and
acconpanyi ng catal ogue are supported by Chora.
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